
This award is 
g iven for  two 
p u b l i c a t i o n s 
prepared by the 
North Castle CB 
related to the pro-
tection of water 
in the Banksville 
Hamlet along the 
East Branch of 
the Mianus River, 
a public drinking 
water supply.

A 2003 report, 
Recommendations Related to Surface and Groundwater 
Protection, is a compilation of reports conducted between 
1986 and 1996 together with CB recommendations to 
preserve the quality of water along the River. It concluded 
with recommendations on Education, Groundwater & 
Hydrology, Wetlands & Surface Water, Land Use, and 
Code Enforcement.

The 2008 report, Report and Recommendations Related to 
Leggette, Brashears & Graham, Inc. Surface-Water/Ground-
Water Quality Summary Reports 2004-2008, summarizes 
testing over a four year period along the East Branch of 
the River and at the Banksville Firehouse. It summarizes 
the water testing reports by a professional engineering 
service engaged to collect samples, arrange for testing, 
and prepare reports. The results were scrutinized and the 
report written by members of the CB with special thanks to 
Zenaida Bongaarts who organized the report and provided 
the exceptional charts and list of references.

The Mianus River supplies drinking water for several 
municipalities in Westchester. Citizens are concerned 
about the sand and gravel aquifer that lies beneath the 
Banksville Area. There has been fill, storage of materials, 
and contractor yards in the area. These reports provide 
baseline information and will assist Town efforts to ensure 
water quality in the Mianus Watershed.

Metals and MTBE were at acceptable levels. A cause for 
concern was elevated levels of coliform bacteria for which 
additional testing is recommended. Recommendations for 
Protection together with Accomplishments since 2003 in 
the Banksville Hamlet are found in the Report.

Time spent on this project included field inspections, map 
preparation and report review and writing. This profes-
sional water testing project extended over a four year 
period. The overall cost of the project was $17,500 over 
the four-year period funded by the variable Conservation 
Board annual budget allocation for consultant services.

For further information, contact John F. Fava, Chairman 
at jfava@northcastleny.com.

The NYSACC Awards         
Every year NYSACC honors those CACs that have found 
creative ways to enhance the quality of their environment. 
Presenting these awards provides NYSACC with an op-
portunity to recognize the outstanding accomplishments 
of member organizations and to show the kinds of projects 
that improve environmental awareness and contribute to 
the quality of life in our communities. These projects can 
be replicated by contacting the chair of the CAC. 

Next year's award winning projects are happening right 
now. Don't forget to nominate your CAC when you do 
deserving work. An awards application is available at the 
NYSACC website www.nysaccny.org. Applications may be 
submitted any time during the year.

Winter 2009

The Town of LaGrange CAC Conservation Pillars project 
involved students and the community in environmental 

awareness for Earth Day 
2008. The project was a col-
laboration between a local 
reuse center, the CAC, and 
an elementary school. Using 
recycled cardboard cylinders, 
students articulated their vi-
sions for preserving and pro-
tecting our environment. 

Seven classes of Grade 1 and 
2 students at Overlook El-
ementary School participated 
in the project. CAC members 

worked with the Hudson Valley Materials Exchange (reuse 
center) to purchase and deliver the tubes to the school. A 
Council member worked with the art teacher on themes 
to present to the students and also prepared and primed 
the tubes. The students first discussed and then imple-
mented their ideas on conservation individually and also 
as classes. Once complete, arrangements were made 
with local businesses in the community and school and 
government offices to display the pillars. They were also 
shown at Community Day events. Students were excited 
to see their work shown in public and businesses were 
pleased to have unique artwork in their establishments. 
Students learned the meaning of conservation and helped 
educate the public.

The project was an outstanding success. The Superinten-
dent of the Arlington School District and the Supervisor 
of the Town of LaGrange were so impressed with the 
conservation pillars that they requested some of them be 
displayed at the School District offices and in town hall. 

For further information contact Dr. Maung Htoo, CAC 
Chairman, at 10 Rabbit Trail Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 
12603, e-mail at mhtoo@verizon.net

Town of LaGrange Conservation Advisory 
Council

Conservation Pillars Project
2008 Education Award

Town of North Castle Conservation Board
Mianus River Preservation Project

2008 Special Project Award
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Dr. Maung Htoo, LaGrange CAC 
Chairman and NYSACC Direc-
tor,  accepts the award from Joy 
Squires, NYSACC President.

Members of the North Castle Conservation 
Board, including from left to right, Maggie Pack, 
Louise Gantress Hiromura, John Fava, Chair-
man, Zenaida Bongaarts, Larry Nokes and John 
Stamatov.


