
STATE OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS

TOWN OF LA GRANGE

Present

Recording Secretary

TOWN BOARD MEETING
October 22 2014

Supervisor Alan Bell

Councilman Joseph Luna

Councilman Edward Jessup
Councilman Gary Polhemus

Councilman Andrew P Dyal

ChristineOReillyRao Town Clerk

Others Present Ron Blass Esq Van De Water Van De Water

Wanda Livigni Planning Public Works

Sandy Washburn Recreation Direction

The regular meeting of the Town Board was held on Wednesday October 22 2014 at 120

Stringham Road Town ofLaGrange Supervisor Bell called the meeting to order at 700pm The

Town Clerk led the flag salute

Mr Bell asked for amotion to accept the minutes for October 8 2014 Councilman Jessup
moved to do so with a correction to page five Mr Jessup stated that he meant to say that the

Supervisorssalary would be6344000 and that the average salary for a Supervisor in Dutchess

County is6295222 Councilman Luna seconded the motion and it carried unanimously

Public Hearing

Mr Bell asked for amotion to open the Public Hearing for Local Law S Zoning Amendment

Firemens Way SEE ADDENDUM
Councilman Luna so moved seconded by Councilman Jessup The motion carried unanimously

Mr Bell stated that no comments were received from any of the agencies to which the proposed

Zoning Amendment was circulated There was no comment from the Public

Mr Bell asked for amotion to close the Public Hearing for Local Law 5

Councilman Dyal so moved seconded by Councilman Jessup The motion carried unanimously

Mr Bell asked for amotion to accept the Negative Declaration for Local Law 5 SEE
ADDENDUM
Councilman Luna moved to do so seconded by Councilman Jessup The motion carried

unanimously
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Resolution of Adoption Local Law 5 Zoning Amendment Firemens Way SEE

ADDENDUM

Public Hearing

Mr Bell asked for amotion to open the Public Hearing for the Preliminary Budget for 2015

Councilman Luna moved to do so seconded by Councilman Dyal The motion carried

unanimously SEE ADDENDUM

There were no comments from the Public or the Town Board

Mr Bell asked for amotion to close the Public Hearing for the Preliminary Budget for 2015

Councilman Jessup so moved seconded by Councilman Dyal The motion carried unanimously

Councilman Jessup seconded by Councilman Dyal moved to adopt the 2015 Budget The

motion carried

Public Hearing

Mr Bell asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing for the 2015 Assessment Roll SEE
ADDENDUM
Councilman Luna so moved seconded by Councilman Polhemus The motion carried

unanimously

Christian Rohrbach asked the Board to consider rethinking the benefit unit assessment for

property which is encumbered by aconservation easement He stated that it is contrary to the

Towns policy regarding open space He is currently paying tax on a large portion of his property
which will never be developed due to aconservation easement A discussion followed Mr

Rohrbach read a letter into the record the full text of which may be found in the addendum

Mr Bell asked the Board if they felt the formula should be re evaluated Mr Luna thought it

should be re evaluated for properties which are encumbered by perpetual easements

Mr Bell asked about the time frame for evaluating the methodology used in calculating the

benefit units Mr Blass stated it was too late to do anything at this point but something could be

done for 2016

Ms Livigni asked the Board if they would like her to review the formulas for calculating benefit

unit assessments for all ofthe districts Mr Bell replied that he thought it would be agood idea

and would ensure uniformity in the designation of benefit units

Mr Rohrbach thanked the Board for their consideration in the matter

There wasno other comment from the Public
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Mr Bell asked for amotion to close the Public Hearing for the 2015 Assessment Roll

Councilman Polhemus so moved seconded by Councilman Dyal The motion carried

unanimously

Oral Resolution Town Board to Accept the Assessment Roll for 2015

Councilman Jessup seconded by Councilman Polhemus moved to accept the 2015 Assessment

Roll The motion carried unanimously

Public Hearing

Mr Bell asked for amotion to open the Public Hearing for the Relevies of Water Sewer and

Property Maintenance Councilman Polhemus so moved seconded by Councilman Luna The

motion carried unanimously
There was no comment from the Public

Mr Bell asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing for the Relevies of Water Sewer and

Property Maintenance Councilman Jessup so moved seconded by Councilman Dyal The

motion carried unanimously

Oral Resolution

Councilman Luna seconded by Councilman Jessup moved to direct that the relevy for water

sewer and property maintenance be submitted to the County The motion carried unanimously

Agenda

Mr Bell stated that Highway Department employee Edward White will be retiring as of October

31 2014 Councilman Luna accepted the resignation with regrets seconded by Councilman

Polhemus The motion carried unanimously

Highway Superintendant Kelly has promoted James Fetzer to Senior Automotive Mechanic
effective October 29 2014 Councilman Polhemus moved to acknowledge the promotion
seconded by Councilman Dyal The motion carried unanimously

Maung Htoo Chairman of the CAC presented the Board with the 2014 NYS Association of

Conservation Commissions Environmental Project Award noting that it was the only
Environmental Project Award given in 2014 The project was started by Mr Htoo in 2009 as an

Art Competition to celebrate Earth Day The project helps contestants learn about the

environment and conservation Mr Htoo provides the prizes which are 50 for First Place 35
for Second place and 25 for Third Place

The Board thanked Mr Htoo for his efforts Mr Bell then presented him with aProclamation in

recognition of his efforts on behalf of the Town The text of the Proclamation maybe found in

the addendum of the meeting of October 8 2014
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The Building Inspector requested permission to go out to bid for the construction of vestibules

for the entrances of Town Hall Ms Livigni stated that she had not yet received the specifications
and plans from Mr McLaughlin adding that as soon as she has them she will be able to put

together a bid package She proposed that the estimate for the construction of the vestibules not

exceed 100000 Mr Bell stated that the savings in energy costs will be substantial once the

vestibules are constructed

Councilman Luna seconded by Councilman Jessup moved to approve the request to go out to

bid for the vestibule construction project The motion carried

The Assessor requested permission to attend a seminar on Exemption Administration on

November 18 2014 in New Windsor The cost to the Town is approximately 10150

Councilman Dyal moved to approve the request seconded by Councilman Polhemus The

motion carried unanimously

The Assessor requested permission for the Assessor Clerks Roberta Vanbuskirk and Teddy
Karathomas to attend a seminar on Exemption Administration on November 18 2014 in New

Windsor The cost to the Town is approximately 12000 per clerk for a total of24000
Councilman Luna moved to approve the request seconded by Councilman Dyal The motion

carried unanimously

The Comptroller requested approval ofBudget Amendments and Transfers The request also

contains a correction to the Amendment approved on September 24 2014 SEE ADDENDUM
Councilman Luna moved to approve the request seconded by Councilman Jessup The motion

carried unanimously

Mr Bell stated that the Town is looking to sign agreements with Light Tower and Windstream in

order to provide the Town Hall with more efficient Internet and telephone service The Town

Hall has been plagued with poor service since we returned from Firemens Way in June of 2013

The current provider Time Warner has not been able to rectify the situation The agreements
will be effective as of January 2015 Councilman Jessup seconded by Councilman Dyal moved

to authorize the Supervisor to sign contracts with Light Tower and Windstream The motion was

carried by all

Mr Bell stated that there had been some issues at the Dog Park Mr Stafford of McCabe

Mack was present to represent Gil Anderson Mr Anderson had been banned from the Dog Park

as well as all other Town parks back on September 26 2014 after multiple complaints of

belligerent behavior walking too many dogs at one time as well as having aggressive dogs

Mr Stafford stated that Mr Andersons profession is as adog walker and that he walks dogs
who reside in the Town He questioned the requirement that Mr Anderson be aTown resident or

a resident of an adjoining town in order to walk dogs who have valid Dog Park tags He also

questioned the validity ofthe overall ban from all Town parks He asked for the Town Board to

reconsider the ban Adiscussion followed
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Mr Bell read a letter from aresident who was intimidated by Mr Anderson at the Dog Park and

also read excerpts from an email from another resident who stated that her dog was attacked by
Mr Andersons dog SEE ADDENDUM Mr Bell added that there have been numerous other

complaints but some residents were not willing to put their concerns and complaints in writing
Councilman Luna Councilman Polhemus and Councilman Jessup all stated that they had

received unfavorable calls regarding Mr Anderson Mr Jessup added that after the last meeting
both he and Ms Washburn observed Mr Anderson being confrontational with a couple of

people

Mr Stafford stated that he believed that his client was not aware of these concerns

Mr Bell replied that Mr Anderson had been notified amonth prior to the ban

Mr Stafford stated that he would speak with his client as to whether or not to pursue Article 78

with regard to the Dog Park ban

Mr Bell replied that should there be costly litigation the Board would be forced to repeal the

law and close the Dog Park rather than have the cost of litigation become aburden to Town

taxpayers He added that the Town has a legal duty to protect its citizens and not have aggressive
people in the park He went on to say that the Town Board also has an obligation to defend its

right to run the park according to Town Law With respect to other parks it was Mr Bells

understanding that Mr Anderson was seen at Overlook Park with his dogs after he was banned

from the Dog Park Mr Bell stated that this shows Mr Andersons disregard of Town Law Mr

Bell was also concerned with Mr Andersonsfuture interactions with other park goers A

discussion ensued

At the conclusion ofthe discussion Mr Bell stated that his interpretation of the Code would be

that Mr Anderson was not really banned from the Dog Park since he never should have been in

there in the first place He added that Mr Anderson should abide by the Town Law and stay out

of the Dog Park He also stated that as long as Mr Anderson behaves in other Town parks there

should be no reason for him not to use them Should any complaints be filed he would be open

to criminal prosecution

Committee Reports

Water and Sewer

No report

Recreation
Councilman Dyal stated that the Town Halloween Party will be held October 25th at 2 pm at the

La Grange Middle School There will not be a parade from Town Hall He thanked Hannaford

and the LaGrange Fire Department Auxiliary for their help

Dutchess Overhead Doors has donated a new garage door at Stringham Park

There will be limited or no access to Freedom Park due to a paving project The Town website

will contain updates
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There will be work done on the playgrounds He asked that parents not allow children to enter

the taped offareas during that time

Ms Washburn participated in the National Parks Recreation Conference in Charlotte North
Carolina last week

Open Space
Mr Jessup stated that he Mr Bell and Karin from Dutchess Land Conservancy had met with
Mr Mrs Sutter on October 20th regarding the donation of57 acres of property to Open Space

Gary Boswich who is representing the Town of La Grange and Town of Pleasant Valley in

regard to the Cricket Valley Energy lines has a settlement conference in Albany on October 29tH

Highway
No report

Business Economic Development
No report

Town Attorney
Mr Blass stated that the attorney for Miles Landstein has asked the Board to consider placing a

cap on future consulting fees regarding his ham radio tower application

Councilman Jessup stated that Mr Landstein has paid a total of75000 in fees since 2011
despite the fact that he had received numerous bills for consulting fees incurred as aresult ofhis

application He added that he was not in favor of placing acap since many ofthe fees from

previous work had already been reduced by the consultants He stated that Mr Landstein had

unmitigated gall to suggest the cap

Councilman Luna stated that the offer did not deserve any consideration since Mr Landstein has

created the situation by not providing the Board with what was requested He added that the offer
was pure chutzpah on Mr Landsteins part

Councilman Dyal was not in favor of the cap

Supervisor Bell was not in favor of the cap noting that the situation was a direct result of Mr
Landsteinsfailure to provide the necessary information to the Zoning Board of Appeals and

Planning Board

Mr Blass suggested that the audit of the fees be brought to a conclusion at the next meeting Mr

Bell would like the Town to determine what Mr Landstein needs to get the project approved and
what the related expenses would be

Administrator of Planning and Public Works
No comment
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Public Comment

Councilman Luna moved to open the Public Comment seconded by Councilman Polhemus The

motion was carried by all

A resident from 73 Sleight Plass Road and a resident from 22 RobinHill Drive questioned the

property maintenancerelevy for lawn mowing The Board directed the Clerk to check with the

Building Inspector as to whether or not the charges should berelevied

A resident who regularly uses the Dog Park asked the Supervisor if he was serious about closing
the Dog Park to avoid the expense of a lawsuit

Mr Bell replied that he was

The resident stated that he loves the Dog Park and that he would have no problem spending his

tax dollars to defend a lawsuit if it meant keeping the Dog Park open

Fran Vacaro stated that Gil Anderson was a good guy and she vouched for his character

Councilman Jessup moved to close the Public Comment seconded by Councilman Luna The

motion was carried by all

Town Board Discussion

Attorney John Lyons was present to answer questions from the Board regarding proposed
Zoning Amendments including the Gasland property and a property owned by Page Park

Associates located near Planet Fitness

A discussion as to whether the amendments should be segmented followed Mr Luna was in

favor of dealing with each parcel separately as two of the parcels are located in the Town Center

andrezoning them would affect the Master Plan

Mr Lyons stated that after Town Board review and prior to passing the zoning amendment
parcels may be added or removed from the amendment Mr Bell suggested the possibility of

three separate amendments Further discussion ensued

The Highway Superintendant requested the Board consider the advisability ofthe placement of

Stop Signs at South Cross Road as per Local Law 3 of 2014 SEE ADDENDUM

Councilman Dyal was concerned as to the liability to the Town in the event of an accident He

asked what the liability would be should an accident occur after putting up the signs in view of

the fact that there haventbeen any accidents before Mr Blass stated that a lawsuit would be

covered by the Towns insurance and that the suit would have to prove negligence on the part of
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the Town Mr Bell stated that the reasoning behind placing Stop signs in that area is to slow
traffic and make the road safer He added that his understanding ofthe matter is that the Town
would have to be shown to be reckless in its intent in putting up the Stop signs in order to be held
liable A discussion as to the directives on Stop sign placement per the DOT MUTCD followed

After the discussion the Board agreed to put up the Stop signs

Mr Polhemus presented aVehicle Equipment Capital Plan with input from the Highway and
Recreation Departments He stressed the need to plan for future equipment needs and asked if the

Comptroller could put together ahistory of the Bonding for vehicle and equipment purchases in
order to get a better picture of the situation The plan is available in the Clerksoffice

Councilman Dyal moved to adjourn at 850pm seconded by Councilman Polhemus The motion
was carried by all

Respectfully Submitted

ChristineOReillyRao
Town Clerk

ADDENDUM

Affidavits of Posting Publication for Notice of Public Hearing Local Law 5 Zoning
Amendment Firemens Way

Negative Declaration Local Law 5

Resolution of Adoption Local Law 5

Affidavits of Posting Publication for Notice of Public Hearing Preliminary Budget for

2015

Adopted Budget 2015

Affidavits of Posting Publication for Notice of Public Hearing 2015 Assessment Roll

Comments on Assessment Roll Christian Rohrbach

Notice of Public Hearing ReLevies of Water Sewer Property Maintenance

Budget Transfers Amendments

Letter and Email from Town Residents on Dog Park

Memo Highway Superintendant South Cross Road
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