STATE OF NEW YORK TOWN BOARD MEETING
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS October 8, 2014
TOWN OF LA GRANGE

Present: Supervisor Alan Bell
Councilman Joseph Luna
Councilman Edward Jessup
Councilman Gary Polhemus

Absent: Councilman Andrew P. Dyal
Recording Secretary: Christine O’Reilly-Rao, Town Clerk
Others Present: Ron Blass, Esq. Van De Water & Van De Water

Wanda Livigni, Planning & Public Works
Diana Campaglione, Environmental Consultants

The regular meeting of the Town Board was held on Wednesday, October 8, 2014, at 120
Stringham Road, Town of LaGrange. Supervisor Bell called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The
Town Clerk led the flag salute.

Mr. Bell asked for a motion to accept the minutes for September 24, 2014. Councilman Jessup
moved to do so, seconded by Councilman Polhemus. The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Bell asked for a motion to accept the monthly reports for September 2014. Councilman Luna
moved to do so, seconded by Councilman Polhemus. The motion carried unanimously.

e Building, Zoning, Public Works & Planning Total $ 17,535.00
e Highway Department Total $ 900.00

e Justice Hayes (incl. State Share) Total $ 25,989.00
e Justice O’Hare (incl. State Share) Total $ 15,025.00
e Recreation Total $ 910.85

e Town Clerk Total $ 1,485.93

Agenda

The Administrator of Planning and Public Works requested approval to attend SEQRA training
at the Poughkeepsie Grand on December 4, 2014. The cost to the Town is approximately
$379.00. Councilman Jessup, seconded by Councilman Luna moved to approve the request. The
motion carried.

The Planning Board Secretary requested approval to attend SEQRA training at the Poughkeepsie
Grand on December 4, 2014. The cost to the Town is approximately $279.00. Councilman
Jessup, seconded by Councilman Luna moved to approve the request. The motion carried.
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Mr. Bell asked for a motion to approve the Comptroller’s request for Budget Amendments to the
General Fund for payment of the balance on the mortgage for the building at Overlook Park.
(SEE ADDENDUM)

Councilman Jessup, seconded by Councilman Polhemus moved to approve the request. The
motion carried.

The Building Inspector requested approval to go out to bid for the construction of vestibules for
the front and back entrances of Town Hall. Ms. Livigni asked the Board to hold off on the
authorization to go out to bid until she has time to work up estimates of the cost. The Board
agreed to put the request on the agenda for the regular meeting to be held on October 22™.

The Administrator of Planning and Public Works requested approval to reduce the Central
Hudson Escrow to $500.00 instead of the previously approved $1,200.00. The reduction in the
amount of escrow reflects the cost of review of Central Hudson’s SWPP application only for the
Town of LaGrange. (SEE ADDENDUM)

Councilman Jessup, seconded by Councilman Luna moved to approve the request. The motion
carried.

Mr. Bell stated that the County is holding a meeting on October 15" regarding Shared Services.
He asked for a motion to cancel the Town Board Workshop for Wednesday, October 15, 2014.
Councilman Luna so moved, seconded by Councilman Jessup. The motion carried.

Mr. Bell asked for a motion to accept a Proclamation honoring Mr. Maung Htoo, Chairman of
the CAC. Mr. Htoo is a recipient of the New York State Liberty Medal. (SEE ADDENDUM)
Mr. Bell added that the Proclamation will be presented to Mr. Htoo at the next meeting.
Councilman Luna so moved, seconded by Councilman Polhemus. The motion carried.

Councilman Polhemus noted that Mr. Htoo was a valuable asset to the Town. Mr. Luna added
that Mr. Htoo is a hard worker on behalf of the Town.

Committee Reports

Water and Sewer
No report

Recreation
No Report

Open Space
No Report

Highway
No Report

Business Economic Development
No Report
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Public Comment

Councilman Luna moved to open the Public Comment, seconded by Councilman Jessup. The
motion was carried by all.

Mr. George Engelhard asked if the vestibules would be on the interior or the exterior of the
building. Mr. Bell replied that they would be exterior.

Mr. Engelhard then stated that there was a lot of interest in the dog park from people outside of

the Town and adjacent towns. He asked the Board to consider opening the park to more County
residents. He then stated that a dog walker, who had been walking dogs registered in the Town,

had been asked to leave the park. He added that he didn’t understand what the reasoning for this
was.

Mr. Bell replied that anyone was originally allowed in the park, but after some issues this was
changed. The rules of residency or being from an adjacent town, as well as purchasing a tag,
were put into place to address those issues. Mr. Bell stated that the Town Board would not be
commenting on the issue of the dog walker being asked to leave the park, since the Town has
received official communication from an attorney representing that individual, which could mean
pending litigation. He thanked the gentleman for his comments.

Another LaGrange resident stated that the dog park was a wonderful park, but that the Town’s
Dog Park rules did not make sense to her. She felt that exclusions based on breed were unfair.

She went on to express her wish to open the park to more people from other towns, adding that
the Town would make more money. She also felt that the sign by the creek was too restrictive.

Mr. Bell replied that the sign was put up after some issues arose and the signage was meant to
make the rules clear. Town law prohibits dogs in any park other than the dog park. People
without dog tags have been walking their dogs in the Overlook Park since they cannot use the
dog park legally.

Mr. Paul Doherty stated that he has been on the Recreation Advisory Committee for 35 years.
He was not in favor of opening the park to more non residents, noting that there are 88 dog tags
issued to date. He would recommend making the rules more restrictive as of January; i.e.
requiring dog walkers to be residents of one of the allowed towns.

Fran Vacaro stated that she is a resident and was involved in the creation of the dog park. She is
a friend of the dog walker who was banned from the park. She started a petition to get the ban
lifted and has about 60 signatures. She asked the Board to lift the ban on Gil, the dog walker.

A resident of Unionvale stated that her dog is registered for the park and Gil is her dog walker.
She feels that without the dog park, many dogs would not be socialized. She asked that the Board
not to close the borders, but to allow more people.
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A resident from the City of Poughkeepsie asked the Board to consider opening the park to more
people. She would like to use the park legally. She also asked that the rules be less restrictive.
She is also a friend of Gil.

Another LaGrange resident stated that opening the park to more people would generate income
for the Town. He hoped that there would be no talk of closing the park. He wanted to work
things out with the Town. He added that every Monday morning he cleans up debris from the
football people who do not live in the Town.

Mr. Bell stated that the discussion seems to miss the point that the rules were put in place to
address comments and concerns from people who have views which are not in agreement with
those expressed tonight. The Town Board is trying to find a balance to make the dog park
enjoyable to use. Not all users and their dogs behave reasonably. The cost in manpower and
money expended to maintain the park is a consideration which probably explains why other
towns do not have dog parks. He added that the Board is attempting to make it work as best as it
can. He noted that there is more than one side to the issue and it is frustrating that so many
people only see their own point of view.

Mr. Frank Sforza stated that he was involved with the creation of the dog park. He noted that the
park is over used and that people do not behave responsibly. He added that the park is tax payer
funded and he does not want the Town Board and the Recreation staff to waste their time due to
people acting irresponsibly. This is not a problem unique to LaGrange, since the Town of
Fishkill faces similar issues which were addressed by strict enforcement of the rules. He feels
that the law has to be enforced in order to make the park work for everyone. He stated that he
hoped that the park would not be closed.

Mr. Engelhard stated that he was a long time resident and he hoped the park would not be closed

due to a minor problem, adding that he did not know what the problem actually was. He takes his
Pug to the park to be socialized. He also noted the debris left over the weekend from the football

people.

An Arlington High School student asked about the roundabouts.
Mr. Bell replied that he hoped the High School would adopt the one in front of the school. The
other two will be taken care of by volunteers.

An Arlington teacher offered to put Mr. Bell in contact with someone who could supply student
volunteers.

Margaret Schmitz stated that she was very happy to have the dog park, but she was not in favor
of extending membership to more people. She noted that the Dutchess County Rail Trail is a
County park and is open to everyone without a fee or membership tag. She takes her dog there to
socialize. She is in favor of enforcing the rules in the park.

An Arlington High School student asked the time line on the completion of the round abouts.
Mr. Bell replied that they should be done by December.
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The student then asked where the dog park was located.
Mr. Bell replied that it was at Overlook Park.

Councilman Jessup moved to close the Public Comment, seconded by Councilman Polhemus.
The motion was carried by all.

Town Board Discussion

Mr. Metzger gave a brief presentation on a proposed development at Cornell Farms. The
development would be located on the east side of Titusville Road. It would consist of 364 units
of both condos and apartments, with either one or two car garages. Mr. Luna and Mr. Bell
pointed out the need for the development to have two full means of access. Mr. Polhemus stated
that a full traffic study would be necessary in order to ascertain the impact on the roads and the
existing communities. Ms. Livigni recommended that the scope of the project be submitted in
writing to the Board. Mr. Bell stated that at that point the Board would be able to respond.

Councilman Jessup stated that the position of Supervisor had not received an increase for five
years; adding that the current salaries of the Town Clerk and Receiver of Taxes are less than two
newly hired department heads.

Mr. Bell clarified the issue, stating that the positions of Town Clerk and Receiver of Taxes had
not received raises for three to four years even though all of the Town Hall staff had received
raises during that time. They both received a 2% raise last year. An additional 2% on top of the
across the board 2% is an effort to compensate a little bit for the years that they did not get
raises.

Mr. Jessup stated that he had research salaries in Dutchess County and the average salary for the
position of Supervisor is $63,000. He proposed a 4% increase for the Supervisor position, which
would bring the salary to $62,952.22. Mr. Luna stated that he had no problem with a 4% raise for
the Supervisor.

Mr. Polhemus stated that he would agree to 2% for the Supervisor, adding that the Supervisor
should show solidarity with the rest of the Town employees by taking a 2% increase. He went on
to state that he wasn’t saying that the Supervisor didn’t deserve the increase. He had no problem
with a 4% raise for the Town Clerk and Receiver of Taxes. A brief discussion ensued.

Mr. Bell stated that he would like to get input from Councilman Dyal before making a decision.
The budget will be discussed further at the Public Hearing on October 22" and the budget would
be voted upon at the November 12" meeting.

Councilman Luna moved to adjourn at 8:25 pm, seconded by Councilman Jessup. The motion
carried unanimously.
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Respectfully Submitted,

Christine O’ Rellly-Rao Z‘Mz

Town Clerk

ADDENDUM
e Budget Amendments
e Memo: Central Hudson Escrow

e Proclamation: Dr. Maung Htoo

e ——
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BUDGET AMENDMENT 10-8-14

General Fund

Inc. Forfeitures of Deposit (A.2620) 44,783.52

Inc. Parks, Contractual (A.7110.04) 44,783.52
For transfer from L.P.l. of money for payment
of balance on mortgage for building at
Overlook Park.




TOWN OF LAGRANGE

Planning & Public Works
120 Stringham Road
LaGrangeville, New York 12540-5507

Wanda Livigni, Administrator of Planning & Public Works
845-452-8562 ~ 845-452 7692 fax ~ wlivigni@lagrangeny.org

DATE: October 6, 2014

TO: Supervisor Bell & Councilmen

CC: Christine Toussaint, Town Comptroller
FROM: Wanda Livigni

RE: Central Hudson SWPPP escrow

Dear Gentlemen,

Previously I had requested and the Town Board had approved a Central Hudson escrow
for their SWPPP (Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan) Application for $1,200. The amount
requested was based on the Town of LaGrange performing the review with the same consultant
in conjunction with 3 other Towns (Pleasant Valley, Wappingers, and East Fishkill).

The Town of Pleasant Valley is unable to carry out the review in that manner based on
concerns by their Town’s Attorney (who is of the same firm as the Town’s Attorney in
Wappingers). In light of that, I would like to work as expediently as possible with Central
Hudson, so I am now requesting that the escrow amount be reduced to $500 to cover the cost of
review for the Town of LaGrange work solely.

Thank you for your consideration. ! \
/

Water ~ Wastewater ~ Stormwater ~ Planning Board




WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THERFORE
BE IT
RESOLVED,

PROCLAMATION

The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was
established by a resolution in 2014 and is awarded
to individuals who have merited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or
Aumanitarian acts on behalf of their fellow New
Yorkers; and

Dr. Maung S. Htoo has been designated as
recipient of the Liberty Medal and has provided
significant leadership and support for 25 years as
the Director of the Dutchess County Science Fair;
initially serving as a judge in 1980, and quickly
rising to the position of Director; and

Individuals such as Dr. Maung S. Htoo, devoted to
improving the quality of (ife for others, enabling
them to build (ives of dignity and self-worth, are
deserving of the highest praise and recognition;
and

It is incumbent upon the people of the Town of
LaGrange to recognize and acknowledge those
within our midst who have made significant
contributions to the quality of life therein;

That the Town Board of the Town of LaGrange
recognizes and honors Dr. Maung S. Htoo upon
his designation as recipient of the Liberty Medal.

In witness whereof, I hereunto set my hand and seal of the Town
of LaGrange to be affixed on this 8th day of October, 2014

Alan Bell, Town Supervisor



