
LaGrange Town Board Meeting

October 27 2010

AGENDA

Call to Order

Salute to the Flag

Minutes Approval

Minutes from October 13 2010 and October 20 2010

Public Hearing

Assessment roll for district and special improvement assessment

2011 Preliminary Budget

Monthly Reports

The Town Board will consider acceptance of the September monthly revenue report for

Building Zoning Public Works and Planning

Building Zoning Public Works Planning Total 2147000

SupervisorsReport

Correspondence

Time Warner

Agenda Items

Town Board to set a Public Hearing for November 10 2010 for the 2011 Preliminary
Budget for Special Districts

New York State Office ofCourt Administration is requesting a resolution authorizing a

grant application for funding from the New York State Court System

Jane Sullivan Receiver of Taxes requests authorization by the Town Board to submit a

list of delinquent water and sewer districts to the Dutchess County Commissioner of

Finance

Town Board to set a hearing pursuant to Town Code 23337for nonpayment of taxes for

the following special district tenants grid 646103116229 and 626102960760 The

Town Board must approverelevy of outstanding assessments to the 2011 annual tax

roll The residents will be notified of this hearing by certified mail
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Town Board to approve cancelling the Town Board Meeting on Wednesday November

24 2010 due to the Thanksgiving holiday

Bond Agreements

Building Inspector is requesting Town Boardsapproval for a Site Grading Bond for the

following grid

0 08636101084604

Building Inspector is requesting Town Boardsapproval for Soil Erosion Control Bonds

for the following grid s

0 08656201330958

0 08636101134576

0 08636101116548

0 08636101147675

0 08636101149614

0 08636101064553

0 08636101123561

0 08636103088484

0 08636101042504

Committee Reports

Water and Sewer

Recreation

Open Space

Highway

Town Board Comments

This time is set aside for new or old business not on the agenda

Town Attorney

This time is set aside each meeting for new business by the Towns Attorney not listed

elsewhere in the agenda

Administrator ofPublic Works

This time is set aside each meeting for the Administrator of Public Works to discuss

Planning water sewer MS4 and related topics not listed elsewhere on the agenda

Environmental Consultants

Reports from the operators of the Townswater and sewer facilities
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Public Comment

Public comments are accepted during this time

Executive Session

Adjournment

Agenda102710Page 3



STATE OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS

TOWN BOARD MEETING

October 27 2010

Present Supervisor Jon Wagner
Councilman Gary Beck

Councilman Joseph Luna

Councilman SteveOHare

Councilman Ed Jessup

Recording Secretary ChristineOReillyRao Town Clerk

Others Present Ron Blass Esq Van De Water Van De Water

Christine Toussaint Comptroller
Wanda Livigni Administrator ofPublic Works

A regular meeting ofthe Town Board was held on Wednesday October 27 2010 at the

LaGrange Town Hall 120 Stringham Road Supervisor Wagner called the meeting to order at

730pm and the Town Clerk led the flag salute

Supervisor Wagner asked for amotion to approve the minutes from October 13 2010 and

October 20 2010

CouncilmanOHare so moved seconded by Councilman Luna and carried by all

Public Hearing

Mr Wagner asked for amotion to open the Public Hearing for the assessment roll for district and

special improvement assessments as required by Town Law Section 202a

Mr Blass explained that this hearing only concerns properties within a water or sewer district

and does not pertain to any assessed value ofaresidents house but rather it is an opportunity to

review the number ofbenefit unit charges which are assessed for water or sewer for a home One

benefit unit is assessed for any single family house located on less than two acres ofproperty

Councilman Beck so moved seconded by Councilman Jessup and carried by all

Mr Ernest Timlin of Vail Road addressed the Board He wanted to object to an assessment of

123 benefit units for his one family home which is located on278 acres His residence existed

prior to the establishment ofthe water district and he uses less water since his property has not

been subdivided and his property is located in the Manchester Water District He stated that he

feels that he is not getting anymore benefit than someone on aone acre lot

Mr Wagner thanked him for the valid points he made
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Ms Livigni stated that her personal recommendation would be to have all single family homes

assessed for one benefit unit regardless of the size oftheir property She stated that she had

previously discussed this matter with the Board Councilmen Beck and Luna agreed with her

recommendation

Mr Julius Gude of Stringham Road addressed the Board and stated that he agreed with Mr

Timlins comments His property is 113 acres and not subdivided and has one house on it He is

assessed381 benefit units and also feels that he should only be assessed one benefit unit

Mr Blass stated that the benefit unit for one house on more than two acres could be decreased if

there is aconservation easement in place which would foreclose the potential of subdividing the

property which would increase the units density on the land In theory there is increased value

to real property which has the availability of water and sewer systemsie municipal service

A change in the formula for the benefit assessment can be made for the next year by asimple
resolution but it would not be feasible to do it at this time

The Board agreed with Supervisor Wagner that it would make sense to amend the formula and

all agreed that further consideration will be given to this matter

Councilman Luna moved to close the Public Hearing seconded by Councilman Jessup and

carried unanimously

Supervisor Wagner stated that he would like a motion to set the Public Hearing for the 2011

budget for the special districts for November 10 2010 in order to have time to publish the notice

of the hearing in the newspaper

Councilman Luna moved to do so seconded by CouncilmanOHare and carried unanimously

Mr Wagner then asked for amotion to accept the Preliminary 2011 budget subject to the Public

Hearing
Councilman Luna so moved seconded by Councilman OHare

The vote was as follows

Supervisor Wagner Aye
Councilman Luna Aye
Councilman Beck Aye
CouncilmanOHare Aye
OPPOSED

Councilman Jessup Aye

Supervisor Wagner stated that a lot ofwork had gone into the budget including meetings with

department heads numerous workshops and meetings with the Board and Comptroller He gave

an overview going back to 20062007which shows that the tax levy has increased due to

declining mortgage tax revenues Since 2006 spending policies and controls have been

examined and overhauled Salaries in the town have been evaluated with the help of consultants

Some salaries were frozen at that time and some low end salaries were raised The average

clerical salary is around 31000 and this is for some employees who have been with the Town

for2025years The Zoning Administratorsposition has been eliminated and combined with the

Building Inspectorsposition for asignificant savings The towns engineering firm has been

changed resulting in further savings
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The Administrator of Public Works operates as a watchdog overconsultant expenses and has
saved the Town a significant amount ofmoney Ms Livigni maintains control over stormwater

maintenance which is very costly to municipalities She also oversees planning and
infrastructure

Grants have been used whenever possible including the bathroom in Freedom Park lighted stop
signs at the intersection ofCross Road and Route 55 Titusville Sewer Plant aeration devices for

energy efficiency and NYS Office of Court Administration for construction security and new

computers
Mortgage Revenue has weighed heavily on the budgets for 2008 2009 and 2010 Prior to that
the mortgage tax revenue had kept the tax levy down with Lagrange seeing as much as 13

million dollars Unfortunately in 2008 that changed and the mortgage tax revenue continues to

decline today It is currently somewhere around 400000
Actual spending from 20042010has decreased due to strict spending control including the
curtailment ofout ofTown training Conservative budgeting and spending has resulted in an

upgraded bond rating for the Town by Moodys Investor Services

The LaGrange Library Association had an increase of114359928000 in 2008 to their

budget even as the mortgage tax revenue began to decline

During preparation ofthe budget for 2009 the Town began to implement measures to adjust for
the downward turn ofthe economy which included reductions to the Highway budget and

General Fund Town Hall employees did not receive a raise and Highway employees had azero

net increase

In 2010 the total budget was268less than 2007 and Highway Department spending was cut

to pre 20071evels

The 2011 Preliminary Budget was impacted by an increase of110000 in medical insurance

premiums an increase of NYS retirement contributions of140000 and apass down of30000
for election costs by the Dutchess County Board ofElections

Supervisor Wagner stated that any further reductions made to Town departments Highway
equipment Highway repair funding and Parks and Recreation would negatively impact the

services for residents All ofthe departments within the Town play arole in providing vital

services for residents A 2 salary increase for Town employees has been included but there
will be no increases for elected officials Included in the budget is 14000 for debt repayment
for much needed repair to the buildingsroof The roof has been leaking pretty much since the

building was constructed and the HVAC system is unreliable and not energy efficient An

architect has volunteered his services to the Town for the project whichwill keep costs down

The Town Board has decided not to decrease the Library budget at this time and it will stand at

599280 Voters will have to decide on Election Day whether or not to approve the 99000
increase the Library Association is seeking If the increase is approved it will cost the taxpayer
an additional 2436 in taxes per year and will take the Library budget out ofthe control ofthe

Town Board permanently and into the hands ofnon elected people

Supervisor Wagner stated that he is looking into aprogram implemented by the Town of

Rhinebeck to transport seniors The Rhinebeck program has a van an operating budget of5000
and is run by volunteers The program would replace DialARideDialARideis part ofthe

LOOP system and is run by the County It currently costs the Town 11000 per year and the

County plans to raise that amount to about 18000 There are only a small number of riders in

LaGrange and the majority ofthe Board feels that this amount is too costly for the Town
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A pilot program manned by volunteers has been discussed with the Town of Pleasant Valley
The Town currently shares a senior center in conjunction with the Town ofPleasant Valley
Mr Wagner feels that this will be a reasonable alternative

The preliminary budget will probably be voted on at the November 10 2010 meeting The Board

has until November 20th to pass the 2011 budget The tax rate will be an increase of1301

Mid year adjustments may have to be made if there are further reductions in mortgage tax

revenue additional County and State pass downs or a lack ofCHIPS money which wasused for

Highway paving in 2010 In addition the weather specifically snow will play a factor in

Highway expenses He also stated that they will be working on reducing Workers Comp rates

which are 12over the average in New York State This is a long term goal as reducing the rate

will take about 34 years

Councilman Luna stated that the Board had done a lot ofwork on this budget and he wants the

fiscal responsibility for the budget kept with the Town Board because the Board is doing agreat

job
Councilman Jessup stated that his opposition to the budget is based on the Librarys4835

increase from 20042008 He is fine with everything else in the budget He also stated that he

felt that the increase was unfair since everyone in Town Hall has bent over backwards to cut

spending
Councilman Beck wanted to state that the Supervisor had done a fabulous job in presenting the

budget He added that this budget does not reflect the fire district

Councilman OHare stated that with respect to the Library they have had reductions in their

funding just as the Town has but the Board didntget sufficient information necessary to make

an informed decision about reducing or taking away 50000 from the budget
He agreed with Mr Wagner that we need to have people elected to run the Library

Councilman Jessup moved to open the Public Hearing seconded by Councilman Luna and

carried by all

There were no comments

Councilman Luna moved to close the Public Hearing seconded by CouncilmanOHare and

carried by all

Supervisor Wagner asked for amotion to approve the monthly report for Building Zoning
Public Works and Planning in the amount of2147000
CouncilmanOHare so moved seconded by Councilman Beck and carried by all

SupervisorsReport
There was no report

Correspondence
Time Warner channel changes will be available in the Clerksoffice for one week

Supervisor Wagner stated that he has aresolution which will authorize a grant application for

funding from the New York State Court System He added this these funds will be used to make

REGULAR MEETING OCTOBER 27 2010 Page 4



a much needed renovation adding about 6 feet of space to the Court Clerks office in addition

to a security door

Councilman Luna moved to approve the resolution seconded by Councilman Jessup and carried

by all SEE ADDENDUM
Supervisor Wagner asked for amotion to be authorized to submit a list of delinquent water and

sewer districts to the Dutchess County Commissioner of Finance

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the Receiver ofTaxes has ceased collection ofthe Special Districts warrants for

2010 and

WHEREAS the Receiver ofTaxes has provided Statements ofrelevy for the year 2010 tax

bills

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Town Supervisor is directed to submit the Statements of

Relevy to Dutchess County Real Property Tax for collection on the 2011 tax bills

MOTION CouncilmanOHare

SECOND Councilman Beck

The following vote was taken

Supervisor Wagner AYE

Councilman Luna AYE

CouncilmanOHare AYE

Councilman Beck AYE

Councilman Jessup AYE

DATED October 27 2010

LaGrangeville NY

Mr Wagner asked to set a Public Hearing for November 10 2010 pursuant to Town Code 233

37 for nonpayment of taxes for the following special district tenants grid 6261023116229

and 626102960760The Board must approverelevy ofoutstanding assessments to the 2011

annual tax roll The residents will be notified by certified mail

CouncilmanOHare moved to do so seconded by CouncilmanBeck and carried by all

Supervisor Wagner asked for amotion to cancel the regular meeting on November 24 2010 due

to the Thanksgiving holiday
CouncilmanOHare so moved seconded by Councilman Beck and carried by all

REGULAR MEETING OCTOBER 27 2010 Page 5



The Building Inspector requested Board approval for a Site Grading Bond for grid 086361O1

084604 Councilman Beck so moved seconded by CouncilmanOHare and carried by all

He also requested approval for Soil Erosion Control Bonds for the following
08656201330958

08636101134576
08636101116548

08636101147675

08636101149614
08636101064553

08636101123561
08636103088484

08636101042504
Councilman Beck so moved seconded by CouncilmanOHare and carried by all

Committee Reports
There were no reports except from Highway
Councilman Jessup stated that he and Superintendant Kelly will be meeting with a local

contractor on Monday about the salt shed

Town Board Comments

There were no comments

Public Comments

Councilman Luna moved to open the Public Comment seconded by Councilman Jessup and

carried by all
There were no comments

Councilman Beck moved to close the Public Comments seconded by Councilman Jessup and

carried by all

Councilman Jessup made a motion to adjourn seconded by Councilman Beck and carried

unanimously
The meeting was adjourned at 830pm

Respectfully Submitted

t
ChristineOReillyRao
LaGrange Town Clerk
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ADDENDUM

NOTICE Public Hearing for Assessment Rolls for District Special Improvement
Assessments
Affidavits of Posting Publication

NOTICE To Set Public Hearing for Special Districts Budget 2011

NOTICE Public Hearing for the 2011 Preliminary Budget
Affidavit s of Posting Publication

RESOLUTION Justice Court Grant Application

NOTICE ReLevy Water Sewer Districts
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Town Law Section 239

the Town Board of the Town of LaGrange has completed an

assessment roll for district and special improvement

assessments as required by Town Law Section 202a

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT the Town Board will hold a

public hearing at the Town Hall 120 Stringham Road

LaGrangeville New York on October 27 2010 at 730

oclock pm prevailing time to hear and consider any

objections which may be made to the assessment roll

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that copies of the aforesaid

district and special improvement assessment roll will be

available for examination at the office of the Clerk of the

Town of LaGrange at the Town Hall 120 Stringhman Road

LaGrangeville New York between the hours of 830 am and

400 pm Monday through Friday with the exception of

Tuesdays when the hours are 800 am and 330 pm

between the date of this notice and the date of the public

hearing

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that all persons interested and

citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard on said

proposal at the time and place aforesaid

Dated LaGrangeville New York

September 22 2010

C INEOREILLYRAO
TOWN CLERK



STATE OF NEW YORK

ss

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS

I the undersigned Clerk of the Town of LaGrange Dutchess

County New York DO HEREBY CERTIFY that on the 17th day of

October 2010 I duly caused a copy of the attached to be

conspicuously posted on the signboard maintained pursuant to

Town Law section 306 located at the entrance of Town Hall 120

Stringham Road LaGrangeville New York

lJ

C istineOReillyRao own Clerk

Sworn to before me this

29t day of October 2010

iOi11
o

A r t
Notary P lic

NANCYJBAUGHMAN

Notary Public State of New York
qualified in DutchessCounty

No 01 BA6129543
Commission Expires June 2720



iougizeeie Journal
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State of Netiv York

County ofDutchess

City of Poughkeepsie
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ELIZABETH A PARKAS
NOTARY

No 011FA48793 ew York

Qualified in Dutchess

Commission Expires

Rita LombardiL of the City ofPougiilceepsie

Dutchess Count New Fork being duly sworn says

that at the several times hereinafter mentioned heshe

was and still is the Principle Clerk of the Poughkeepsie

Newspapers Division of Gannett Satellite Information

Network Inc publisher of the Poughkeepsie Journal a

newspaper published every day m the year 2010 in the

city ofPoughkeepsie Dutchess County Neu York and

that the arvexed Notice was duly published in the said

newspaper for one insertion

successively in each eek commencing on the 7th

day of Oct in the year of 200 and

on the following dates thereafter namely on

And ending on the day of in

the year of 2010 both days inclusive

Su I e and sworn to before me this day
of in the year of 2010

No ary ublic

My comnussion expires



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PRELIMINARY BUDGETS

FOR SPECIAL DISTRICTS

IN THE TOWN OF LA GRANGE FOR THE YEAR 2011

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Preliminary Budgets for the Special Districts

in the Town of LaGrange for the fiscal year beginning January 1 2011 have been

completed and filed in the office ofthe Town Clerk 120 Stringham Road where they are

available for inspection between the hours of830AMand400PM Monday through
Friday except Tuesday when the hours are 800AM and330PM

FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town Board ofthe Town of

LaGrange will meet and review said Preliminary Budgets for the Special Districts and

hold a public hearing thereon at 730PMon November 10 2010 at the Town Hall 120

Stringham Road and that at such hearing any person may be heard for or against the

Preliminary Budget as compiled or any items therein contained

By Order of the LaGrange Town Board

me O Reilly Rao

Town Clerk

October 27 2010



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PRELIMINARY BUDGET FOR THE

TOWN OF LA GRANGE FOR THE YEAR 2011

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Preliminary Budget of the Town of

LaGrange Dutchess County NY for the fiscal year beginning January 1 2011 will be

completed on October 27 2010 and on October 27 2010 the preliminary budget willbe

filed in the office ofthe Town Clerk where it will be available for inspection by any

interested persons during office hours The Town Clerks office is located at the Town of

LaGrange Town Hall 120 Stringham Road LaGrangeville NY 12540 and the Clerks

office hours are 830am and 400pmon all business days except Tuesdays when the

hours are between 830am and330pm

FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town Board of said Town of

LaGrange will meet and review the 2011 Preliminary Budget and hold apublic hearing
thereon at 730pm on October 27th 2010 at the Town Hall 120 Stringham Road and that

at such hearing any person may be heard for or against the Preliminary Budget as

compiled or any item or items contained therein

AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Section 113 of the

Town Law that the following are proposed yearly salaries of Town Officers of the Town

Supervisor 61000Councilmen 4 @7800 Town Clerk 50387 Receiver of

Taxes 49535 Superintendent ofHighways 76123 and Town Justice 2 @
23795

All citizens attending the public hearing have the right to provide written and oral

comments concerning the entire budget

By Order of the LaGrange Town Board

l
C OReillyRao

Town Clerk

October 202010



STATE OF NEW YORK

ss

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS

I the undersigned Clerk of the Town of LaGrange Dutchess

County New York DO HEREBY CERTIFY that on the 21st day of

September 2010 I duly caused a copy of the attached Notice of

Public Hearing to be conspicuously posted on the signboard
maintained pursuant to Town Law section 306 located at the

entrance of Town Hall 120 Stringham Road LaGrangeville New

York

Ch eOReillyRao Tow Clerk

Sworn to before me this

21st day of October 2010

rift Y1 GL
Nota Publi

NANCYJBAUGHMAN
Notary Public State of New York

Qualified in DutchessGounty
No01BA6129543

Commission Expires June 2720
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State ofNew York

County ofDutchess

City ofPoughkeepsie

Rita Lombardi of the City ofPoughkeepsie

Dutchess County New York being duly sworn says

that at the several times hereinafter mentioned heshe

was and still is the Principle Clerk ofthe Poughkeepsie

Newspapers Division ofGannett Satellite Information

Network Inc publisher of the Poughkeepsie Journal a

newspaper published every day to the year 2010 in the

city ofPoughkeepsie Dutchess County New York and

that the arvlexed Nonce was duly published in the sand

newspaper for one insertion

successively in each eek commencing on the 22nd

day of Oct in the ear of 2010 and

on the following dates thereafter namely on

Arta ending on the day of to

the year of 2010 both days inclusive

Subscri e and sworn to before me this j day
of rn the yrof 201Q

1
Notaryfubltc

ROSE ANN SIMSON n1y comnussion expires
Notary Public State f New

No 01SI6215 93

Qualified in Dutchess County

jai



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the Justice Court Assistance Program requires authorization from the Town Board

for the Town Supervisor Jon J Wagner to apply for Justice Assistance Program funds up to the

maximum amount available

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is authorized to sign and submit

the Justice Assistance Program application requesting funds up to the maximum available

MOTION Con n crvn

SECOND LOunGi Imari eSS

The following vote was taken

Supervisor Wagner

Councilman Luna K

CouncilmanOHare y L

Councilman Beck yL

Councilman Jessup a E

The resolution was duly passed

DATE October 27 2010

LaGrangeville NY

1

EOREILLLYRAO

TOWN CLERK



Legs Notice

WEDNESDAY NQVfMBER3ZO10 POUGHKEEPSIE lOt1RNAC SC

rbfot

wi
TAKE NOTICE THAT I
the undersigned Recefv
er of Taxes of the Town
of LaGrange County of

futchess and State of
New York pursuant to
the provisions of law
have sent a list of delin

to the Duf
County Commis
of Finance after
atlon from the

ie Town Board
ivember 32010
l1RTHER NOTICE
hese delinquent
s willrelevied
ie 2011 Town
tax bills They

the following
districts

Id GrandvteW
Knolls South

LaGrange Titus
Town Center

ester and Maple
The following

sewer districtsc
le Noxon Knollsi

Ridge and
Frank Faun
RIl

1951


