
The Town of LaGrange Conser-
vation Advisory Council com-
pleted a major project to restore 
a critical section of the Wap-
pinger Creek bank in August, 
2006. It required approximately 
32 months and more than 500 
man-hours of volunteer effort by 
many organizations including 
Dutchess County EMC, Trout 
Unlimited, Boy Scout Troop 50, 
Dutchess Quarry and the Town 
of LaGrange.

The restoration of the bank sec-
tion is critical for two reasons: 
first, the Town of LaGrange Wappinger Creek Greenway 
Trail is located within a few feet of the bank edge and 
secondly, erosion is severe at this location since this bank 
is located on the outside of a 90-degree creek bend.

In the last few years, erosion has accelerated because 
of housing development upstream with the subsequent 
increase in storm water drainage. Since the trail easement 
boundary on the land side has an absolute fixed location, 
continued erosion could literally cut the town trail in half.

The project was complex since it required a town-wide 
public hearing, and approvals from the Town Planning 
Board, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, 
US Army Corps of Engineers and the private landowner 
who owned the access path to the creek bend.

The first attempt to restore the bank through the use of 
grasses and shrubs with a few feet of rock at either end 
failed. The cause was a nine inch rainstorm in October 
2005 and the subsequent flooding. 

The second attempt at restoration consisted of lining the 
bank with one hundred and twenty tons of huge boulders, 
donated by Dutchess Quarry, and planting grass seed and 
shrubs along the top of the bank. Watering these grass/
shrubs was accomplished by use of a special pump speci-
fied by CAC that was purchased by Trout Unlimited.

The project demonstrates the leadership of the Town of 
LaGrange Conservation Advisory Council in all phases 
of the project including soliciting donation for the huge 
boulders. obtaining the necessary permits, coordinating 
the volunteer activities of several organizations and per-
severing in the restoration effort.

For further information contact Dr. Maung Htoo, CAC 
Chairman, at 10 Rabbit Trail Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 
12603, e-mail at mhtoo@verizon.net

The NYSACC Awards         
Every year NYSACC honors those CACs that have found 
creative ways to enhance the quality of their environment. 
Presenting these awards provides NYSACC with an op-
portunity to recognize the outstanding accomplishments 
of member organizations and to show the kinds of projects 
that improve environmental awareness and contribute to 
the quality of life in our communities. These projects can 
be replicated by contacting the chair of the CAC. 

Next year's award winning projects are happening right 
now. Don't forget to nominate your CAC when you do 
deserving work. An awards application is available at the 
NYSACC website www.nysaccny.org. Applications may be 
submitted any time during the year.
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The Town of Tonawa-
nda Energy $mart Hol-
iday Decorating Con-
test was an initiative of 
the Town of Tonawa-
nda CCE, Each year 
the Commission holds 
a holiday decorating 
contest, highlighting 
homes that demon-
strate significant holi-

                                                             

The Commission partnered with the NYS Energy Re-
search and Development Authority and LED technology 
companies that specialize in light emitting diode products. 
Throughout the fall and early winter the groundwork was 
laid to promote the contest among area schools by educat-
ing students on the importance of energy conservation and 
encouraging them to decorate their own homes with these 
principals in mind. Schools were also provided with LED 
light strands to display for the holiday season.

The Commission encouraged homeowners to enter their 
energy efficient holiday displays into the contest. Each 
home was judged on a number of environmental factors, 
including the amount of electricity used, energy saving 
devices, use of LED lighting, and overall aesthetics. On De-
cember 19, 2005 winners were honored at the Tonawanda 
Town Board meeting and awarded cash prizes provided 
by area businesses, along with energy saving compact 
fluorescent lights donated by NYSERDA.

For further information contact Peter Rizzo, CAC mem-
ber, at 1 Puritan Road, Tonawanda, NY 14150, e-mail at 
pcrizzo@gmail.com.

Town of Tonawanda Commission for 
Conservation of the Environment

Energy $mart Holiday Decorating Contest
2006 Education Award

Town of LaGrange Conservation Advisory 
Council

Wappinger Creek Restoration Project
2006 Action Award

Dr. Maung Htoo, LaGrange CAC 
Chairman and NYSACC Direc-
tor,  accepts the award from Joy 
Squires, NYSACC President.
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Joy Squires, NYSACC President, pres-
ents the award to Kevin Leous, Tonawa-
nda CCE Chairman and Peter Rizzo, CCE 
member and NYSACC Director. 

day spirit. In Septem-
ber of 2005, it was 
decided that the pro- 

gram should be altered to promote energy efficiency in 
holiday decorating.


